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PnnsrnnNt's Mnssacn

Dates to remember

Saturday, April 24, 2004

GSV membership mceting
Place and program to be announccd
The meeting will probrtbly be in or neilr
Chittenden County.

Saturday, October 16, 2004
GSV membership meeting
Place and program to be announced
We are planning on a south-centrirl
Vermont location for this one.

Vermont llistory Exgto

Saturday - Sunday June26-27,21)01
Tunbridge, Vermont

New Vermont Genealogy editor
After eight years as the founding editor of
Vermont GenealogSt. Robert Rodgers ltas

asked to be relieved of that 1ob, and start-
ing with the January 2004 issue tlre edi-
torship rvill pass over to Scott Andrew
Bartley. GSV rnembers will be farnilizrr
with Drer'v as a fornter GSV Presideut and

as the editor of the ongoing l'erntont
Families in 1790 series He is also editor
of the MayJlotter Descendant, the fore-
most scholarly journal on genealogy of
Plyrnouth Colony families and their de-
scendants. A SpringJleld. Vertnonl ttlttivc
now living in West Roxbury, Massachu-
setts, Drew keeps in close conlact with all
manner of things genealogical in Ver-
mont. He will be eager to know about po-
tential articles for publication in Vermont
Genealoglt. Robert Rodgers coutinues to
be a rnernber of GSV's Publication Com-
mittee, and his work ou rnakilg Verntont
Genealog,, a useful and relizrble resotrrce
for Vermont research has been iur-
mensely appreciated.

Bad Actors
It doesn't happen very often, btrt occasion-

ally we hear about sorneone whose rnoti-
vations in offering genealogical services

are less altruistic that those of the usual

arnateur or professional researcher. Per-
haps the most notorious perpetrator of

falsely padded genealogies rvas Gustave
Anjou (a pseudonym, by the way), wlto
wrote a stunning assorttnent of elegant
studies docuurented, at critical points in
the genealogical accoults, by cornpletely
fabricated "records." He was good euough

at using real records, and convincing
enough at fabricating the ones lre needed

to rnake colurections wltcre Itone could be

located in real rnaterial, that his output
found its way into rnany genealogical li-
brnries. and from there into the citations
of rnany works published later, hence into
"receivcd knowledge" about rnany fami-
lies. The best mle of thurnb is that anv-
tlring citcd as conting frour ltjs *'ork tnust

be rejected rurless independent confimra-
tion can be found.

If yotr have information aboLrt a prlrvcyor
of unreliable or tnade-up gcnealogical re-
cords or accounts. either dorte for hire or
:ls an arualeur. lct us krtott' Wc are not

about to starl pLrblishing uanres of suspect

genealogists in this Newslctter or clse-

where. unless we have iucontrovcrlible
proof of wrongdoilg, but we nral' be able

to act as a clearing house if questiotls

anse.

At the less troublesome edge of tltis spec-

tnulr are two sorts of purveyors of geneal-

ogy whour rve all knorv and love. (Well,

we know thern anyr,vay.) One is tlte cotn-
panies rvhich advertise in Strrtdal/ supple-

ment and probably on line ald lots of
other places, clairning wltat tlrey r.vill send

you a book all about the history of vour
farnily - or your surnalne, anyway. if they
are being honest, about vr4rat yotr get. for
your $25 or whatever anloulll. a paper-

back with an invariably bogus "lattlily
coirt of anns" and printouls of listittg of

'people with the surnarne frotn sotne ttutn-
ber of public dornain data bases. Anyone
with a co[lputer and a searclt cttgiue can

easily find the sanre inl'orrtration. Tlte
otlrer is the inexperienced contpttler gene-

alogy enthusiast lvlto posts lots of poorly
selected and unreliable stttff that has corne

to his or lrer way in a research tldventure
which is probably lnore naive tltan

intentionally fraudulent. In both cases, let
the bul,er (or the surfer) beware.

Monp oN THE Wurrnqc Papnns

As you_rnay llave read in a previous News-
letter, early original records of the town
of Whiting were discovered on the open
market last winter and purchased by the
Sociey. The intent, after consultation
with he Torvn and the Vermont Historical
Sociefy, was to inventory and arrange the
records after which tirne they would be

rnicrofilmed and. then returned to the
Town.

I have been involved in the inventory of
these records, which span a full century,
frorn 1787 through 1886. The collection
includes nearly 400 itetns, including
grand lists, nrilitia rolls, deeds and other
agrccllrenls. to\\n orders to pay various
tor.vn folk for seruices rendered, surveys,

lists of taxable property for various towns-
people, f'orvn Meeting minutes, Free-
nrcn's Meeting vote s and a variety of writs
against various town residents.

ln addition to thc above, there are a vari-
ety of miscellaneous papers including a

book of eannarks (to distinguish one per-
son's cattle, swine, etc., from his neigh-
bor's), 1787-1813, personal letters and

various notices, a bill of sale for hay, and

an appraisal ofpersonal property.

A qtrarterll,publication @ 2003
Gencalogical Sociery of Vennont

Nevls. articles aud cornments
slrould be rnailed to:

Mrs Margaret R. Jenks

2-l Mettorvee Street
Granvi[[e. NY 12832-1037

(_s l8) 642-1894
e-urail : mjenksld,capitai.net

Dcadlincs for inforrnation are:

Dec. 15. Mar 15, June 15 & Sept. 15

for the Fcbruary. May, August and
Novenrber issues of the Newsletter.
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Perhaps some of tltis information was re-

corded in town books, but there is un-
doubtedly some unique information here

as well. The inventory and arrangement
of these records will be cornplete very
soon, and after they are microfillned, they
will be available for viewing at the Ver-
mont Historical Society in Barre. In addi-
tion it is expected that the inventory will
be available on tire VHS web site
(www.vermonthistory. org).

Bob Murphy

SnarrsnuRY GENEALocY

GSV Members with Shaftsbury ancestry
(especially Johnson, Matteson, Olin,
Childs and Hicks families) may be inter-
ested in an article by Linda L. Mathews,

"A line of Descent froin Elktrnah Johnson
of Coventry through his Son John and

Grandson Obadiah, Part 1," publislted iu
Rhode Island Roors. Vol 29, No 3 (Scpt

2003) Ms. Mathews traces the dcsccn-

dants of Elkanah Johnson of Coventrv.
many of whorn were arnong the etrrly set-

tiers of Shaftsbury If the joumal is not
available in your local library', it can bc

ordered fronr RIGS. P O. Box 433. Creen-
ville, RI02828 for $3.-50.

Cherry Bartrberg, editor RIGS

MnnrtNcs

Spnn{c VOCA Mrnrnrc
The spring meeting of the Vennont Old
Cemetery Association is planned for Sat-

urday May 1,2004, place [o be

announced.
Please visit VOCA's web site at:

http : //wurv sover uet/-hrvdb ry/voca
[This address is correct, but if you have a
problern, go to the GSV site,

www.rootsweb.com/-l'tgsv, therr link to
vocA.l

Nnw ENcr,lNn Hrsronrc
GnNner,ocrcAr, Socrnrv

Pnocnams:

Gnrrnlc Sranrnn

This prograrn the first Wedncsdny of
every rnonth, except Jattrary, frorn 12

noon to I p.nr. at l0l Nervburl' Street,

Boston, MA. This frcc program gives au
introduction to NEHGS. its sen'ices and

rvays to help you find your farnily roots.

Tips on how to begin your owl farnily rc-
search, tour ofthe nervly rertovated library
and a chancc to meet ttre library staff.

Non-nrernbers wi I receivc free eutrance

to the library. No registration is rcquired.

GnNrllocY IN,t Nursust-t-

"Nutshell" class arc short (ortc ltotrr) lec-

lures or a variety of gencalogical topics

They are hcld at I0I Newbury Strcct frorn
l0 a.ru to I I a nr on Wednesdal's ald re-
peated ou Saturdays frortt l0 a nt to Il
a m. Registration is not necessan'

CSY Nervs

Fltulr-v R.suNtoNs

Annorrucerncnts of faruilv rettniotrs tttrtst

be receivcd by tlrc Natrsletter cditor no

later lhnn Mnrch l5 each 1,ear to be in-
cluded in the M:ry Nctvslctter. Bc surc Lo

include date, place, ualne & address of
colltact person Annoultcctrteuts receivcd

afler March l-5 rvrll be used in thc Augrrst
trtewslcfter if thev arc lor retutions hcld
afler Sept. 1.

Boox Rsvtnw Por,tcv

Books for revierv should be sent to Johrt

A Lepprnan, 20 Thrving Laue. Bellou's
Falls- VT 05101. Please note the nerv

ruuilinp. address.

GSV ly'elrsle//er, November 2003

Contributions to the Computer X'und

None

Contributions to the Permanent X'und

None

Please send your donations to GSV, PO.

Box 1553. St. Albans. VT. 05478-1006.
Please rnark your check "Permanent
Fund" or "Cornputer Fund."

Janet Induni, Treasurer

B&TBacxIssuns
Each issue is $2 (including postage). Cur-
rentf y available are: Volumes l2:5;
I4:1,3; 16:2, l8:1,2,3t 19.4; 20:I-4:,
2 L :I-4; 22.2,3,4, 24. | -4.

VG Bac;x Issuns
Each issue is $-5 (including postage). Cur-
rentl.v available are: Volumes l:l-3,
2:l-4, 3'.1-3, ,l:l-4, 5:l-4, 6:l-4:- '7:I-4,
8. I ,3.21

Your checks should be payable to GSV
and sent to: GSV Back lssues, PO Box
l-553. SL Albans. VT 05478-1006.

Anu You Movnvc?
RnplacnunNT CoPTES

Please notifi, the Societv in advance of
any nddress cltangcs (ittcluding summer

aud rvinter addresses) at GSV, PO. Box
l-553, St Albans, VT 0-5478-1006. Please

do not send thern to lhe lVewsletter editor.
Your copies ol I''erntont Genealogt ar.d
'l'he C|,SV Newsletter are forwarded to you

by the Post Ofhcc rvith additional charges

to the Society if you have hled a forward-
ing noticc rvith the Post Office.

Wc will send you replacetnent copies of
I/erntctnt (ienectlog.v by hrst class mail for
a srnall replacerncnt fee of $3.25 for each

issrre Rcplacement copies of The GSV
Newsletter rvill be fonvarded at no charge.

Thzrnk you for lctling us know of any ad-

dress changes in ndvance This helps keep

costs down
Janet Induni, Treasurer

Parn ArvnnrnrNc

rc l{ewsletter is norv accepting paid ad-

vertising at the rate of $3.00 per colu
inch. All advertisine must relate to gene

gy, preferably Vennont genealogy, h

rnust be received before the deadlirte ol tl
issue the ad is to appear in Checks ntr

be rnade out to GSV but sent [o the 
'Verrr.s

letter edilor along with the exztct rvordi
the ad. GSV offers no r,varranty on ll
ices of the advertisers.

Planning a trip to Salt Lake City in
January Lel ure help you with some re-
scarch Corrtact nre for details. Joann

Nichols, ll0 Chestnut Street, Brattle-
boro. VT 0-5301-6-579, 802-254-9554
j uichol s(r1)sover llet

Families of Georgia, Vermont
Contains 86 families, 924 pages

$35.00 plus $5 00 postage

Order from: Peter Mallett
O. Box 2001, Georgia, VT 05468
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Vnnlronr Falrrr,rns nr 1791,

Volume 1
Edited by Scott A. Bartley

This award-winning first volurne of a

projected long series has stirnulate re-
search and guided rnany people to sources

useful to establish their own ancestry. The
goal of this series is to describe in detail
the families listed in the First Federal
Census taken in Vermont in 179I. tlte
year Vermont joined the Union. Special
Publication No. l, 1992. xxvii + 281 pp.,

hardbound, $30.00 Out ofprint.

Volume 2
Edited by Scott A. Bartley

This volume covers 107 farnilies and has

improved formatting and more cornplete
information on the third generation. Spe-

cial Publication No 5, 1997. xlviii + 304

pp. , hardbound, $30.00

VrralRnconns on

RocxnrcHAM, VnnnnoNr aNo
THE RECORDS oF THE FIRST

Cnuncs oF RocIilNGnAM

Reprinted frorn the rare first editions of
1908 and 1902, this is an irnportauf
source for one of Verrnont's oldest torvtts,

clrartered in 1752. The torvu records ex-

tend to 1845, church records from l773 to
1839 New to this publication is irn indis-
pensable index of nearly 10,000 uarnes,

constructed by Cluistopher T. Norris and

Scott A. Bartley. GSV Special Publicatiou
No. 3, 1994. 323 pp., hardbound, $30.00

Mnunnn Rnsn.rncu
Drnncronv

Compiled by Janet E. Induni

The directory lists addresses aud interesls
of a majoriry of GSV urernbers Each

member listed provided up to five sur-
names of Verrnont families on which lte

or she might like to share information.
Published in i998 for GSV rnetnbers

only 63 pp., $3.00.

Vrrar, Rnconns oF PurNEY,

Vnnmoxr ro rHE Ynln 1900
Cornpiled and edited by Ken Stevens

This is not just a verbatim listing of such
events, but a complete, coucise and Accu-

rate corupilation fronr all prirnary sorrrces

available in tlte town. Tltis matcrial is
augmented by the ministerial rccords of
the pastors who ser.ved front as carly as

1776. Special Publication No 2, I992 x
t -106 pp.. ltardbound. $ltl tltl

Gnoncn, Vnninoxr
Vrr.q.r-Rnconns

Edited by Peter S. Mallett

Thc hrst of its kind for northenr Ver-
rnont, this volurne presents all births,
baptisms, ruarriages, deaths and burials
recorded in the torvn. All tlte civil books

were transcribed as well as llte records
from lhe Georgia Plains Baptist Clrurch,
Congregational Church. Emrnanuel Epis-
copal Church, and Methodist Clrurch of
Georgia and North Fairfax. GSV Special
Publication No 4, 199-5. hardbound,

$30 00

INnnx ro BRANCHES & Twtcs
1972-1995

Edited by Robert M Mttrplty

The long-awaited every-name index to
GSV's Brarrche,s & 7\uig,r, pLrblisltcd for
24 years, 96 issues. Tlte I80,(XX) utttne
entries include every nilrre mentioncd in
every issue, except those cited in counec-
tion rvitlr Society busiless, those tnen-

tioned in purely casual lristorical contexl,
nnd the anceslry se rvice ("Applc Or-
chard") feature, rvhich was alpltabetically
arranged. Separate sections of this lvork
list the coverage of each instalhnent of
the Apple Orcltard, and provide a full
author-title index to book reviews.
Branches & Iwigs included iuttnense
qutrntities of in[omratiorr of intercst to

Vennont farnily historitrns. Special publi-
cation No. 7, 2000, 572 pp., hardbotrnd

$6s.00
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Wnrnson CouNrv Vnnuoxr
Pnourn INrnx, 17 7 8-1899

Compiled by Scott Andrew Bartley
and Marjorie-J. Bartley

A cornprehensive index of all files in the
Probate Courts of the two districts (Wind-
sor and Hartford) in Windsor County,

Vermont. between the earliest records
(1778) and the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury. More lhan 20,000 files are indexed

by the narne of the rnajor party in the
case, place of residence, district, qpe of
record, year, and volurne of the bound re-
cords in which the record(s) will be

found Special publication No. 6, 2000,

-560 pp., hardbound, $50.00.

A BrnuocRAPHY FoR

VnnuoNr CrNur.ocv
by Jolur A. Leppman

A reprint, with Lrpdates and some format
charges, of the series recently completed
in Vermont Genealogy, listing over 500

books and other prrblished sources about
Vermont and its counties and towns
rvhich are of particular use to genealogi-

cal rcsearchers. (Family genealogies are

not included in its coverage.) A useful
reference work for any Vermont re-

searcher Spccial publication No. 8, 2000,
66 pp. sofl cover. $7 50 plus $1.50
postage

SulruRv, VnnvroNr: Tn tN-

SCRIPTION OF VITAL RNCONNS

AND CENEALOGIES OF

RnsrnnNrs
by Mary AmZ. Wheeler

A cornprehensive transcription of vital
zrnd census records for this Rutland
Counf town. plus carefully compiled ge-

nealogies of farnilies. This book will take
its place alnong the very best genealogical

resources available ilbout a Vermont
town. A cooperative publication of GSV
and Picton Press. Special publication No.
9, 2000, 4I6 pp, hardbound, $49.50

l0%o discount for GSV mernbers. Please add $3.50 postage for thc hrst book. $1.00 for each additional book in the same order to the

same address. Please add the Vermont Sales Tax of -5%o for books rnailed to a VT address. Mail your checks, payable to GSV, to:

Genealogical Society of Vermont, PO Box 1553, Saint Albans, VT 05478-1006



DUES I\OTICE'
Please look at your address label for membership expiration date.

Your membership expires on the date shown on the label.

Dues are $20 for US addresses
Canada and Mexico $25, foreign $30 in US funds.

Membership includes four issues of Vennont Genealogy and the GSV Mcw,r/c//er These publications will keep you abreast of the

genealogical news of Vermont ald present current arlicles oll source materia[, genealogy and your queries. lnclude a SASE if you

wish a new membership card.

All Conespondence, except subrnissions and queries for Vernrcnt (ieneology and iterns for the Newsletter, should be sent to the

address below.

For the latest inforrnation on meetiugs ald GSV, visit us on our web sitc at: http://rvrvw.rootsrveb.com/-vtgsv

Name:

Telephone number:

e-mail address:

GSV rnen-rbership number:

this coupon and your check to
Genealogical Society of Vermont

PO Box 1553

Saint Albans, VT 05478-l006
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