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PRESIDENT'S M ESSAGE
Dates to remember

Saturday, October 29, 2005
GSV meeting

Dog Team Tavern
Middlebury, Vermont

Please note that the date of this meeting
was stated incorrectly in the last
Newsletter.

GSV members who also attend meetings
of the Vermont Society of Mayflower De-
scendants will note that their meeting is
to be held at the same place on October
22. This isn't a joint meeting, and the fact
that we chose the same place is more or
less coincidental. If you go to both meet-
ings, you'll have the pleasure of the Dog
Team's wonderful ambiance and sticky
buns two weeks in a row.

Among speakers we will be hearing from
on October 29 will be Vincent Feeney, a
well recognized expert on the Irish in
Vermont.

Wednesday - Saturday, August 30 -
September 2, 2006

Federation of Genealogical Societies
annual conference
Hynes Convention
Massachusetts

This will be the major genealogical event
in New England for the year 2006. GSV
tentatively plans to be on hand.

Center Boston,

Thursday - Sunday, April 26-29, 2007
New England Regional Genealogical
Conference

Hartford, Connecticut

For those who like to have their calendars
set up well in advance, be sure that this
conference is on it. Judging from the
venue alone, it promises to be the biggest
NERGC event ever.

Fragile cemeteries
Genealogists are well aware that among
the records we often use to identify and

describe our ancestors, some are not writ-
ten on paper. Gravestones provide a spe-
cial sense of contact with an ancestor,
since they wusually (barring various
schemes to move them around) denote the
precise resting place of the person's re-
mains. They are often works of art of
some significance. Their destruction by
erosion, over-enthusiastic weed-
whacking, and, worst of all, intentional
vandalism is always lamentable. This
spring, acts of cemetery vandalism in
southeastern Vermont attracted consider-
able press attention. Extensive damage,
fortunately not to the oldest and most ar-
tistically unique stones, was done at the
Rockingham Meeting House cemetery by
two pre-teenaged youngsters. Letters to
the editor of the Brattleboro Reformer by
students who were about the same age ex-
pressed their outrage at the vandalism,
demonstrating that educational efforts to
share with students the heritage contained
in a local cemetery do have an impact.
We need to do more to educate the public,
particularly the young public. We must
work to record the information content of
our cemeteries before it is lost. The Ver-
mont Old Cemetery Association, with
which GSV has always enjoyed a collegial
relationship, continues to work on these
efforts, as discussed elsewhere in this
Newsletter. The need for this work never
ends.

Newsletter editor

As announced in the last issue of the
Newsletter, we are searching for someone
to take on editing this publication. As of
this writing, we have not had anyone
come forward. Midnight raids and arm
twisting will start soon.

THE YEAR WITHOUT A SUMMER
Virginia Wright of Brattleboro sent two
articles on that summer of 1816.
FEighteen-Hundred-and-Froze-to-Death,
by S. L. Vigilante appeared in Vermont
Life, Winter 1961, pp. 10-11. The second
by Ivy Darrow appeared in the Brattle-
boro Reformer sometime in 1988,

CEMETERY VANDALISM
Cemetery vandalism by children and
young adults continues to be an increas-
ing issue nationwide. In Vermont we re-
cently had over $100,000 damage done at
two historic cemeteries by individuals be-
tween the ages of 10 and 13. These chil-
dren literally destroyed dozen of historic,
irreplaceable, grave monuments at these
old burial grounds and had no explana-
tion as to why they participated in such a
heinous deed.

This type of cemetery vandalism is a
relatively new development in the New
England and society needs to have reme-
dies to stop this nationwide trend of ceme-
tery destruction by children.

Upon conviction of cemetery vandalism
many young perpetrators are often re-
ferred to the local county diversion pro-
grams (deferred sentences for lst time
offenders), where they are given commu-
nity service contracts to fulfill . If the of-
fender is allowed to participate in
diversion, part of the contract should in-
clude a requirement that the offender re-
search and write the personal history of
every person whose headstone was dam-
aged by his actions. This would not only
teach the offender the historical signifi-
cance of cemeteries, but would also give
him/her a lesson in history.
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The Vermont Old Cemetery Association
has a curriculum unit available to teach
history by using a curriculum entitled
"Stones and Bones" which is available to
educators on the VOCA web site,
www.sover.net/~hwdbry/voca/<http://ww
w.sover.net/~hwdbry/voca/> (or do a in-
formation on-line search for Vermont
Cemetery Association.) This unit puts stu-
dents in cemeteries to show how valuable
a resource burial grounds can be.

VOCA is in its 3rd year of partnership
with the Youth Conservation Corps. This
is an organization that employs young
men and women in summer jobs in the
US. VOCA has partially funded YCC
work crews to work in old burial grounds
in Vermont and repair and straighten
cemetery stones. This is a great opportu-
nity to teach respect of cemeteries to
young adults by having them repair dam-
aged stones. The participants in this pro-
gram have all enjoyed the experience and
some hope to continue to volunteer in
cemeteries in their own communities in
the future.

-This—May, 1 worked—with—the—Vermont-

Flood Brook School cleaning Civil War
era stones in a cemetery in the southern
part of the state. This was done in con-
Jjunction with a Civil War history unit the
teacher was completing with her class of
about 20 students. The students were ex-
cited about the project and cleaned many
lichen encrusted stones and were rather
put out when they had to leave to go back
to school that afternoon. I received a nice
thank you card from the students stating
that learning about the individuals that
died in the Civil War and cleaning their
stones was the best part of the day. Pro-
grams such as these are ways that we can
teach our young people their history. I
can guarantec that none of the students
that participated in cleaning the stones
would ever consider damaging a stone in
any cemetery.

Do the local veteran groups i.e. VFW, Le-
gion, ¢tc. utilize local students to put flags
on the graves of veterans on Memorial
Day? What better way to teach the sacri-
fices of our ancestors than by encouraging
local students of any age to honor our
dead in local cemeteries and what better
way for students to learn their

community's history than by having a
school adopt a cemetery for the year and
do research on the individuals buried.

Vandalism can be stopped if our young
people are shown that the significance of
cemeteries is that of THEIR HISTORY
and should be valued and preserved for
future generations.

If anyone would like more information on

VOCA, I can be reached at (802)
773-3253 or email at tgifvt@msn.com

Tom Giffin

VOCA President

MEETINGS

L1rE IN THE PAST LANE 11"
Saturday September 24, 2005

The Friends of the Silvio O. Conte Na-
tional Archives proudly present their Sec-
ond Full-Day Genealogical Conference
Crowne Plaza Hotel

One West Street
Pittsfield, MA 01201
8:00-9:00 AM Registration

9:30 AM Richard Black, Godfrey Library,
Middletown, CT

11:00 AM Keynote Speaker: Diane Rapa-
port, Author and Lawyer "Finding New
England Court Records"

Noon-1:30 PM Buffet Lunch

1:30 PM: Kathy Reilly, Berkshire Athe-
naeum, Local History Dept. "Going Digi-
tal: New Access to the Edward R. Knurow
Manuscript Collection”

2:45 PM Jean Nudd, Archivist, NARA
Pittsfield "Finding Family Information in
Pension Files; Revolutionary War to
Spanish American War"

Registration $35.00 before Aug. 26, 2005,
after that, $45.00. Mail checks to Silvio
O. Conte NARA, 10 Conte Drive, Pitts-
field, MA 01201. Questions: e-mail
Pittsfield. volumteers@nara.gov or call
413-236-3604

FaLL VOCA MEETING

The fall meeting of the Vermont Old
Cemetery Association is planned for Sat-
urday October 1, 2005 in New Haven,
VT. The spring meeting will be held on
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May 6, 2006 at the Unitarian Universalist
Meetinghouse in Springfield, VT.

Join VOCA and keep up with Vermont
cemetery news. The dues are $5 for 1
year, $20 for 5 years. The meetings are
held around the state on the first Saturday
of May and October.

If you know of any goings on in a Ver-
mont cemetery, editor Robert Hooper
would like to hear from you at 44 Charity
St., Burlington, VT 05401, 802-862-0708
or at Hooper9999@aol.com

FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR
TAKE ANOTHER Look!
" ADVANCES MAY REVEAL NEW

CLUESs TO OLD MYSTERIES"
Saturday October 15, 2005
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Courtyard by Marriott, Cromwell, CT

This seminar is sponsored by the Con-
necticut Society of Genealogists, Inc.
For information visit http://www.seminar.

csginc.org or http://www.csginc.org

NEwW ENGLAND HISTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
PROGRAMS AND TOURS

GETTING STARTED

This program is held the first Wednesday
of every month, at 12 noon and 6 p.m. at
101 Newbury Street, Boston, MA. This
free program gives an introduction to
NEHGS, its services and ways to help you
find your family roots, tips on how to be-
gin your own family research, a tour of
the library, and a chance to meet the li-
brary staff. Non-members will receive free
entrance to the library. No registration is
required.

GENEALOGY IN A NUTSHELL

"Nutshell" classes are short (one hour)
lectures on a variety of genealogical top-
ics. They are held at 101 Newbury Street
from 10 am. to 11 a.m. on Wednesdays
and repeated on Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. Registration is not necessary.
Visit www.NewEnglandAncestors.org for
details.
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6519

George Quintal, Jr

PO Box 6148

Lincoln Center, MA 01773-6148

e-mail: george_quintal@hotmail.com

6520

Laura Rutkowski
12062 Wekiwa Circle
Dunnellon, FL 34432

e-mail: Irutkowskil@worldnet.att.net
research interests: Kinsley, Thompson,
Porter, Powers, Waite

6521

Gail Deshane

25172 Adelanto Drive
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

e-mail: precision3@cox.net

6522

Susan Audy

187 Brower Lane

White River Jct, VT 05001

6523

Lorna Dunklee

15752 Wakefield Court
Haymarket, VA 20169

e-mail: ldunklee@erols.com
research interests: Dunklee, Wells, Drury,
Holden, Evans

6524

Susan A. Heath

16 Lake Meadow Drive
Little Rock, AR 72206

e-mail: saheatg@sbcglobal.net
research interests: Heath, Hall, Miles,
Walters

6525

William V. Ashley
13333 SW 59th Court
Pinecrest, FL 33156

e-mail: WVA23@hotmail.com
research interests: Ashley, Prentiss

6526

Peter A. Young

807 Island Circle W
Dataw Island, SC 29920

¢-mail: peteralanyoung@yahoo.com
research interests: Young, Durkee

6527

Mable G. Goodan

161 E Orangethorpe, SP 54
Placentia, CA 92870

e-mail: goodan@earthlink.net
research interests: Barnum, Chilson,
Harwood, Palmer, Partch

6529

Michael T. Meggison

7 North Goodman St., Apt. 308
Rochester, NY 14607

OLp - TIME BLUE LAws

J. R. RanpaiL
Vermont

The first day of the week shall be kept and
observed by the people of this state as a
Sabbath, Holy day, of a day of rest from
all secular labor, recreation, and employ-
ment; and if any person shall between 12
o'clock of the night preceding and the set-
ting of the sun the same day, exercise any
secular labor, business, or employment
except such only as works of necessity or
charity, he shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding $2.

If any person shall, between 12 o'clock of
the night preceding and the setting of the
sun the same day, be present at any public
assembly, except such as shall be held for
the purpose of social and religious wor-
ship and moral instruction, or shall visit
from house to house, except it be from
motives of humanity or charity, or for
moral or religious edification, he shall
pay a fine not exceeding $5.

If any person shall, after the setting of the
sun on the day preceding the first day of
the week, hold or resort to any ball or
dance, use or exercise any game, sport or
play, or resort to any tavern, inn, or house
of entertainment, for amusement or rec-
reation, he shall pay a fine not exceeding
$2.

If any person, on the first day of the week,
or on any other day or time shall willfully
disturb or interrupt any assembly of peo-
ple, met together for religious worship or
religious instruction, by noisy, rude or in-
decent behavior, or profane discourse, ei-
ther within or about the place where such
assembly shall be collected for religious
worship or instruction, so near as to
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disturb the order and solemnity of such
assembly, he shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding forty dollar, not less than
five dollars, to the use of the town in
which the said meeting shall be held.

Selling or offering for sale spirits or spiri-
tuous liquors, exhibiting shows or plays,
or promoting or aiding any horse racing
or gambling of any description within two
miles of camp meeting held for religious
worship, shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding forty dollars, nor less than five
dollars.

[This does not apply, however, to licensed
retailers, inn-keepers, or any other pursu-
ing their ordinary business.}

Any person who hunts, shoots or pursues,
takes or kills wild game or other birds or
animals, or discharged firearms except in
the just defense of person or property, or
in the performance of military or police
duty, on Sunday, shall be fined three dol-
lars, one-half to go to the person who
makes the complaint and one-half to the
State. All prosecutions for the breach of
any of the provisions of this chapter be
commenced within thirty days after the
commission of the offense, and not after.

Massachusetts
1635. Whereas, complainte hath bene
made to this Courte that dyvers persons
within this jurisdiction doe usually absent
themselves from church meetings upon
the Lord's day, power is therefore given to
any two assistants to heare and sensure,
either by fine or imprisonment (at their
discretion) all misdemeanors of that kind
committed by any inhabitant within this
Jurisdiction, provided they exceed not the
fine of 5 shillings for one offence.
1630. It is ordered that John Baker be
whipped for shooting at fowl on the Sab-
bath Day.
1669. Any p'son or p'sons shall be found
smoaking tobacco on the Lord's Day, go-
ing too or coming from the meetings,
within two miles of the meeting house
shall pay 12 pence for every such default
to the collonie's use.

This small booklet, priced at 10 cents, by
J. R. Randall, Providence, R. 1. Old-Time
Blue Laws (includes the records of several
states....), Worcester, Mass, Charles W.
Burbank & Co., Printers, 2 Allen Court,
no date, VT p. 18-19; MA p.1.
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VERMONT FAMILIES IN 1791,

Volume 1
Edited by Scott A. Bartley

This award-winning first volume of a
projected long series has stimulated re-
search and guided many people to sources
useful to establish their own ancestry. The
goal of this series is to describe in detail
the families listed in the First Federal
Census taken in Vermont in 1791, the
year Vermont joined the Union. Special
Publication No. 1, 1992, xxvii + 281 pp.,
hardbound, $30.00. Out of print.

Volume 2
Edited by Scott A. Bartley

This volume covers 107 families and has
improved formatting and more complete
information on the third generation. Spe-
cial Publication No. 5, 1997. xlviii + 304
pDp. , hardbound, $30.00

VITAL RECORDS OF
ROCKINGHAM, VERMONT AND
THE RECORDS OF THE FIRST
CHURCH OF ROCKINGHAM

Reprinted from the rare first editions of
1908 and 1902, this is an important
source for one of Vermont's oldest towns,
chartered in 1752. The town records ex-
tend to 1845, church records from 1773 to
1839. New to this publication is an indis-
pensable index of nearly 10,000 names,
constructed by Christopher T. Norris and
Scott A. Bartley. GSV Special Publication
No. 3, 1994. 323 pp., hardbound, $30.00

MEMBER RESEARCH

DIRECTORY
Compiled by Janet E. Induni

The directory lists addresses and interests
of a majority of GSV members. Each
member listed provided up to five sur-
names of Vermont families on which he
or she might like to share information.
Published in 1998 for GSV members
only. 63 pp., $3.00.

VITAL RECORDS OF PUTNEY,

VERMONT TO THE YEAR 1900
Compiled and edited by Ken Stevens

This is not just a verbatim listing of such
events, but a complete, concise and accu-
rate compilation from all primary sources
available in the town. This material is
augmented by the ministerial records of
the pastors who served from as early as
1776. Special Publication No. 2, 1992. x
+ 406 pp., hardbound, $30.00

GEORGIA, VERMONT

VITAL RECORDS
Edited by Peter S. Mallett

The first of its kind for northern Ver-
mont, this volume presents all births,
baptisms, marriages, deaths and burials
recorded in the town. All the civil books
were transcribed as well as the records
from the Georgia Plains Baptist Church,
Congregational Church, Emmanuel Epis-
copal Church, and Methodist Church of
Georgia and North Fairfax. GSV Special
Publication No. 4, 1995, hardbound,
$30.00

INDEX TO BRANCHES & TWIGs

1972-1995
Edited by Robert M. Murphy

The long-awaited every-name index to
GSV's Branches & Twigs, published for
24 years, 96 issues. The 180,000 name
entries include every name mentioned in
every issue, except those cited in connec-
tion with Society business, those men-
tioned in purely casual historical context,
and the ancestry service ("Apple Or-
chard") feature, which was alphabetically
arranged. Separate sections of this work
list the coverage of each installment of
the Apple Orchard, and provide a full
author-title index to book reviews.
Branches & Twigs included immense
quantities of information of interest to
Vermont family historians. Special publi-
cation No. 7, 2000, 572 pp., hardbound,
$65.00.
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WiNDSOR COUNTY VERMONT

PROBATE INDEX, 1778-1899
Compiled by Scott Andrew Bartley
and Marjorie-J. Bartley

A comprehensive index of all files in the
Probate Courts of the two districts (Wind-
sor and Hartford) in Windsor County,
Vermont, between the earliest records
(1778) and the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury. More than 20,000 files are indexed
by the name of the major party in the
case, place of residence, district, type of
record, year, and volume of the bound re-
cords in which the record(s) will be
found. Special publication No. 6, 2000,
560 pp., hardbound, $50.00.

A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR

VERMONT GENEALOGY
By John A. Leppman

A new second edition of A Bibliography
Jor Vermont Genealogy was unveiled at
New England Regional Genealogical
Conference in April 2005. It includes
about ten percent more listings than the
first edition, mostly of material newly
published since 2000. It is keyed to Drew
Bartley's Genealogies Found in Vermont
Histories (Vol. 10, no. 1 of Vermont Ge-
nealogy, also designated GSV Special
Publication No. 10). And it has a different
picture of a tree on the front cover. The
price is $10.00; member discount makes
that $9.00. Mail orders should add $1.50
for postage and handling,

SUDBURY, VERMONT: TRAN-
SCRIPTION OF VITAL RECORDS
AND GENEALOGIES OF

RESIDENTS
By Mary Ann Z. Wheeler

A comprehensive transcription of vital
and census records for this Rutland
County town, plus carefully compiled ge-
nealogies of families. This book will take
its place among the very best genealogical
resources available about a Vermont
town. A cooperative publication of GSV
and Picton Press. Special publication #9,
2000, 416 pp, hardbound, $49.50

10% discount for GSV members. Please add $3.50 postage for the first book, $1.00 for each additional book in the same order to the
same address. Please add the Vermont Sales Tax of 5% for books mailed to a VT address. Mail your checks, payable to GSV, to:
Genealogical Society of Vermont, PO Box 1553, Saint Albans, VT 05478-1006
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REesEARCH Tour TO SALT LAKE CITY
October 16-23, 2005
Participants will be aided in their research
by experienced and well known genealo-
gists from the Society's staff who have fre-
quently used the Family History Library

and its resources.

Pre-registration is required for the above
program. Contact the NEHGS Education
Department, 101 Newbury Street, Boston,
MA 02116-3007; phone 1-888-286-3447
or 617-536-5740, ext. 226 or by e-mail
education@nehgs.org or visit
www. NewEnglandAncestors.org.  Click
on Education, then on NEHGS Events for
full information.

THE SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER

DESCENDANTS
The Vermont Chapter of the Society of
Mayflower Descendants holds two meet-
ings a year. The fall meeting will be on
October 22, 2005 at The Dog Team Tav-
ern in Middlebury.

If you have Mayflower ancestry and
would like to join, contact Ms. Sharon A.
Matyas, Historian, 6126 Bennett's Corner
Road, Memphis, NY 13112-9780, 315-
672-5882. e-mail: SAMatyas@aol.com.

FAMILY REUNIONS

Announcements of family reunions must
be received by the Newsletter editor no
later than March 15 each year to be in-
cluded in the May Newsletter. Be sure to
include date, place, name & address of
contact person. Announcements received
after March 15 will be used in the August
Newsletter if they are for reunions held
after Sept. 1.

PAID ADVERTISING

The Newsletter is now accepting paid ad-
vertising at the rate of $3.00 per column|
inch. All advertising must relate to gene-
alogy, preferably Vermont genealogy, and
must be received before the deadline of the
issue the ad is to appear in. Checks must;
be made out to GSV but sent to the News-
letter editor along with the exact wording
for the ad. GSV offers no warranty on thel
services of the advertisers.

The Hildreth Family Association will
hold its annual reunion September 28 -
October 5, 2005 in the Canadian Rockies.

Please contact Ron Hildreth at
516-248-7877 or
RonaldBHildreth@aol.com for more
information.

The annual meeting of the Towne Family
Association will be held September 29 -
October 2, 2005 at the Lake Morey Re-
sort, Fairlee, VT. Contact the Executive
Office, 15237 Pine Drive, Renton, WA

98058, 206-227-8824,  vtowne@cas.
washington.edu.
Book REviEw PoLicy

Books for review should be sent to John
A. Leppman, 20 Thwing Lane, Bellows
Falls, VT 05101.

B & T BACK IssUES
Each issue is $2 (including postage). Cur-

rently available are: Volumes 12:5;
14:1,3; 16:2, 18:1,2,3; 19:4; 20:1-4;
21:1-4;22:2.4; 24:14.

VG Back Issukes

Eachissue is $5 (including postage). Cur-
rently available are: Volumes 1:1-3;
2:1-4, 3:1-3, 4:14; 5:1-4; 6:1-4; 7:1-4;
8:1,2.4.

Your checks should be payable to GSV
and sent to: GSV Back Issues, PO Box
1553, St. Albans, VT 05478-1006.

Contributions to the Permanent Fund
None

All donations to the Permanent Fund will
be gratefully acknowledged.

Please send your donations to GSV, PO.
Box 1553, St. Albans, VT. 05478-1006.
Please mark your check "Permanent
Fund".

Janet Induni, Treasurer

ARE You MovInGg?
REPLACEMENT COPIES

Please notify the Society in advance of
any address changes (including summer
and winter addresses) at GSV, PO. Box
1553, St. Albans, VT. 05478-1006. Please
do not send them to the Newsletter editor.
Your copies of Vermont Genealogy and
The GSV Newsletter are forwarded to you
by the Post Office with additional charges
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to the Society if you have filed a forward-
ing notice with the Post Office.

We will send you replacement copies of
Vermont Genealogy by first class mail for
a small replacement fee of $3.25 for each
issue. Replacement copies of The GSV
Newsletter will be forwarded at no charge.
Thank you for letting us know of any ad-
dress changes in advance. This helps keep
costs down.

Janet Induni, Treasurer

THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF VERMONT WELCOMES THE
FoLLOWING NEW AND REIN-
STATED MEMBERS

566 (reinstated)

New Hampshire Genealogical Society
30 Park Street

Concord, NH 03301-6384

6514

Jill Fritz

7003 Almond Green Drive
San Antonio, TX 78250

6515

Ernest Whitney

PO Box 161
Franklin, NY 13775

6516

Sylvia R. Manning
139 Paint Works Road
Brandon, VT 05733

e-mail: SRW7655@aol.com
research interests: Burns, Straw, Harris,
Allen

6517

Mary Ann Carney

398 Glendale Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

6518

Godfrey Memorial Library
134 Newfield Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Cemeteries of Georgia, Vermont
Contains all gravestones, 362 pages
$15.00 plus $5.00 postage, soft cover.
Order from: Peter Mallett
P.O. Box 2001, Georgia, VT 05468
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DUES NOTICE

Please look at your address label for membership expiration date.
Your membership expires on the date shown on the label.

Dues are $20 for US addresses
Canada and Mexico $25, foreign $30 in US funds.

Membership includes four issues of Vermont Genealogy and the GSV Newsletter. These publications will keep you abreast of the
genealogical news of Vermont and present current articles on source material, genealogy and your queries. Include a SASE if you
wish a new membership card.

All Correspondence, except submissions and queries for Vermont Genealogy and items for the Newsletter, should be sent to the
address below.

For the latest information on meetings and GSV, visit us on our web site at: http://www.rootsweb.com/~vtgsv
Name:
Mailing address:

Telephone number: GSV membership number:
e-mail address:

Mail this coupon and your check to:
Genealogical Society of Vermont
PO Box 1553
Saint Albans, VT 05478-1006
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